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Editorial: Your gifts at work 

Through programs at its 83 member agencies, the United Way helps ensure 
that Milwaukee’s safety net remains strong. Please give.

From the Journal Sentinel 

Posted: Sept. 17, 2008

LaToya Shepard had a bankruptcy in her past that tarnished her credit history and left her with little 
hope of owning a home. But Select Milwaukee tapped into an innovative federal program to help 
Shepard save for a down payment — and then helped her clean up her credit record, understand 
personal finance and be ready for the demands of homeownership. Now, Shepard owns a condo on the 
northwest side of Milwaukee.

Advertisement
The Select Milwaukee program is paid for with federal money that flows through the 
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee and by fund raising by the United Way of 

Greater Milwaukee.

It’s one way the United Way helps people lift themselves up. But helping others help themselves doesn’t 
come cheaply. It’s worth keeping that fact in the forefront as the United Way’s $44 million fund-raising 
campaign begins.

Shepard, 33, saved for a down payment using an Individual Development Account; her savings were 
supplemented by a four-to-one match from a fund that was created with $1 million each from the 
federal government and the United Way. Select Milwaukee has been able to leverage nearly $9 million in 
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